" THfE WINTER OF OUR DISCONTENTS "                 133

two months later. At the former a committee was appointed to work
out details of a settlement, and after a few days it adjourned on the
understanding that a further meeting would be held on requisition
from the members, but the requisition never came. The latter was
held under the auspices of the Congress President, S. Srinivasa
lyengar, and passed certain resolutions, but actually brought under-
standing no nearer than before.

An evil star seemed to haunt India's fate, for nothing emerged
cut of apparently serious efforts. Tne All India Muslim League at
its annual session at Lucknow in March 1923 passed a resolution
urging the establishment of a national pact and appointed a commit-
tee to collaborate with similar bodies to be set up by other organisa-
tions. The Congress at its special session at Delhi in September
1923, meeting under the Presidentship of Maulana Abu! Kalam Azad,
reciprocated the sentiments expressed by the League A report of
the committee on the Indian National Pa^t was signed by Dr. Ansari
and Lala Lajpat Rai and was presented at the session of the Congress
held at Coeanada where Maulana Muhammad Ali presided, in Decem-
ber 1923. Along with it came up for consideration the Bengal Pact
prepared by the Bengal Provincial Congress Committsa under the
immediate inspiration of C. R. Das. This latter document had been
welcomed by Bengali Muslims who gladly came forward toco-operate
in all Congress activities as in the days of 1919-21, but it was thrown
out by the Coeanada Congress by 678 votes against 453, presumably
because it had conceded separate electorates and reservation of State
appointments for Musalmans. With regard to the document prepared
by Dp. Ansari and Lajpat Rai, it was decided to refer it back to the
All India Congress Committee for further elicitation of opinion, butas
Lajpat Rai said later, there was a feeling that it was not opportune
to proceed with the Committee's labours, and nothing was done.
Gandhiji, of course, took up the threads as soon as he came out of
jail, but in spite of all-parties conferences and unity meetings, the
picture remained essentially unchanged. " If azans and peepul trees
and noisy processions are our horizon's utter sum", Muhammad Ali
declared at Coeanada, "let us ring down, this farce is nothing
worth ".*

The problem of Hindu-Muslim unity was taken up again in right
earnest in 1927. The British government had announced the appoint-
ment of the all'White Statutory Commission, with Sir John Simon as

s The relevant volumes of the Indian Quarterly Register will be found indispen-
sable.   See also Ambedkar, of. cit., pp. 298-302, 305-307.